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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6, 9-16 are rejected under 35 U,S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sheha et 
al. US 7256711 B2, hereinafter Sheha, and in view of Ohdachi; Eriko, and Kawamura; Yuki US 
7187269 B2, hereinafter Kawamura. 

1. 

Sheha teaches a communication type map display apparatus (e.g., in the abstract see lines 
1-5), comprising: an inputting unit for inputting an instruction (e.g., in fig. lA box# 160); a map 
data obtaining unit (e.g., in fig. lA the GPS device) for communicating with a device exterior 
thereto to obtain map data (e.g., in col. 12 lines 23-31); a storage unit for storing said map data 
obtained by said map data obtaining unit (e.g., in col. 2 lines 33-41); an area screen data 
generating unit for generating area screen data to be used to confirm an area to be indicated 
based on said map data stored in said storage unit (e.g., see in fig. 15 1507 and 1509; also see in 
col. 18 lines 42-54); a map screen data generating unit for generating map screen data 
indicative of a map based on said map data stored in said storage unit (e.g., in col. 13 line 5); 
and a display unit for displaying at least one of screens including an area screen based on said 
area screen data and a map screen based on said map screen data (e.g., in fig. 14 the top portion 
is considered as displaying a map screen based of the lower portion of the map screen data). 
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Sheha is silenced in which said area screen data generating unit is operative to generate 
said area screen data in such a manner that an area of a map corresponding to said map data to 
be obtained by said map data obtaining unit and an area corresponding to said map data stored 
in said storage unit are recognized as being distinct from each other in said area screen under 
the condition that said instruction inputted by said inputting unit requests to obtain said map 
data. 

However, Kawamura teaches said area screen data generating unit is operative to 
generate said area screen data in such a manner that an area of a map corresponding to said map 
data (e.g., in col. 3 lines 15-19) to be obtained by said map data obtaining unit and an area 
corresponding to said map data stored in said storage unit are recognized as being distinct from 
each other in said area screen under the condition that said instruction inputted by said inputting 
unit requests to obtain said map data (e.g., see in col. 5 lines 22-53). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to a person skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine Kawamura into Sheha, in order to have a notification method, and a recording 
medium, which are capable of notifying such a fact that either trouble or an accident happens to 
occur at a previously registered point in a case that a target point of a vehicle is made coincident 
with this previously registered point. 
2. 

Claim 2 is rejected with similar reason as set forth in claim 1, above. 

3. 

Claim 3 is rejected with similar reason as set forth in claim 4, below. 
Claim 4. 
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Sheha teaches a communication type map display apparatus as set forth in claim 1, in 
which said area screen data generating unit is operative to generate said area screen data in such 
a manner that an area corresponding to said map screen previously displayed by said display 
unit is recognized as being further distinct in said area screen (e.g., in col. 9 lines 35-43). 

5. 

Sheha teaches a communication type map display apparatus as set forth in claim 1, in 
which said inputting unit includes position detecting means for detecting a current position, and 
said map data obtaining unit is operative to obtain map data indicative of an area including said 
current position under the condition that said map data indicative of said area including said 
current position is not stored in said storage unit (e.g., in col. 3 line 41 teaches GPS locations). 
6. 

Sheha teaches a communication type map display apparatus as set forth in claim 1, in 
which said map data obtaining unit is operative to obtain map data indicative of an area 
corresponding to a map screen to be scrolled and displayed by said display unit under the 
condition that said instruction inputted by said inputting unit requests to scroll said map screen 
displayed by said display unit, and said map data indicative of said map screen to be scrolled 
and displayed by said display unit is not stored in said storage unit (e.g., in col. 1 lines 35-52 
teaches GPS devices that are connected to a wireless MODEM are able to transfer their position 

coordinates, such as latitude and longitude, wirelessly to a computer or server for later retrieval 

\ 

or real-time viewing of said information). 
9. 
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Kawamura teaches a communication type map display apparatus as set forth in claim 1, 
in which said area screen data generating unit is operative to generate area screen data based on 
a scale size, and said map screen data generating unit is operative to generate map screen data 
based on said scale size under the condition that said instruction inputted by said inputting unit 
requests to change the scale sizes of said area screen and said map screen displayed by said 
display unit (e.g., in col. 31, 14-27). 
10. 

Claim 10 is rejected with similar reason as set forth in claim 1, above. 

11. 

Claim 11 is rejected with similar reason as set forth in claim 4, above. 

12. 

Claim 12 is rejected with similar reason as set forth in claim 4, above. 

13. 

Claim 13 is rejected with similar reason as set forth in claim 10, above, also Kawamura in 
col. 39 lines 46-57 teaches the claim features. 
14. 

Claim 14 is rejected with similar reason as set forth in claim 10, above, also Kawamura in 
col. 39 lines 46-57 teaches the claim features. 
15. 

Claim 15 is rejected with similar reason as set forth in claim 5, above. 
16. 

Claim 16 is rejected with similar reason as set forth in claim 1, above. 
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Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sheha and 
Kawamura, and further in view of Uotani 5553211. 
7. 

Sheha and Kawamura do not explicitly teach said map screen data generating unit 
includes a blank map data generating section for generating blank map data indicative of a 
blank map, and said map screen data generating unit is operative to generate map screen data 
indicative of an area corresponding to a map screen to be scrolled and displayed by said display 
unit based on said blank map data generated by said blank map data generating section under 
the condition that said instruction inputted by said inputting unit requests to scroll said map 
screen displayed by said display unit, and said map data indicative of said map screen to be 
scrolled and displayed by said display unit is not stored in said storage unit. 

However, Uotani teaches said map screen data generating unit includes a blank map data 
generating section for generating blank map data indicative of a blank map (e.g., in col. 2 lines 
39-42), and said map screen data generating unit is operative to generate map screen data 
indicative of an area corresponding to a map screen to be scrolled and displayed by said display 
unit based on said blank map data generated by said blank map data generating section under 
the condition that said instruction inputted by said inputting unit requests to scroll said map 
screen displayed by said display unit, and said map data indicative of said map screen to be 
scrolled and displayed by said display unit is not stored in said storage unit (e.g., in col. 2 lines 
50-59). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to a person skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine Kawamura and Sheha into Uotani, in order to have a notification method, and a 
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recording medium, with the operating methods are simplified for greater convenience with 
respect to the overlapping display of a plural number of items of graphic attribute information, so 
that the user may gain an intuitive understanding of the condition and state of the overlapping 
display and that the user can therefore freely set up combinations of the items of graphic attribute 
information for their overlapping display and obtain a natural and favorable feel in the operation 
of the system. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claim 8 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Javid A. Amini whose telephone number is 571-272-7654. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kee Tung can be reached on 571-272-7794. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/565,619 



Pages 



Art Unit: 2628 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto,gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Javid A Amini 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2628 



J.A. 




